On December 1, 2015, John F. Kurtzke died at the age of 89. With him, the neurology community lost one of its legends and most respected and inspirational leaders.
Multiple sclerosis (MS) was a major focus of his career as a physician and a researcher; another was epidemiology. John Kurtzke's dedication to the study of MS never waned throughout his life. In 1955 he established the world famous Disability Status Scale, refined in 1983 with the Expanded Disability Status Scale (EDSS), which is still the most commonly used disability scale for MS. His pioneering work-based on the study of large military cohorts-mapped the geographic gradients of MS throughout the world and defined the major risk factors for MS onset and progression. Through this he helped establish the discipline of neuroepidemiology, a term he introduced in 1967 with Len Kurland and Milton Alter. He was a founding member of the American Academy of Neurology's Neuroepidemiology Section. 
